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How It Begins...

January 3, 2009 COPUS announces that the Year of Science 2009 official launch event
YoS2009 will take place in Boston on January 3, 2009, in conjunction with the annual meeting of
Official the Society of Integrative and Comparative Biology and the Boston regional hub. Ira
Mo D Flatow, host of of Science Friday, opens the meeting with a presenation at 6:30 p.m.

JANUARY 6, 2009 The launch celebration continues with, ““Communicating Science in
Year of Science 2009: Science Blogging, Science Cafés, and Science Festivals”:

> 12:00 noon - Launch of the Understanding Science Web site with Ken Miller
and Natalie Kuldell






Year of Science 2009 Kicks Off In Boston January 3rd

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
Contact: LOCAL HUB PR PERSON, EMAIL AND PHONE

A national, year-long celebration to improve the public’s knowledge of science begins this month, in Boston, MA. More than XXX [FILL IN WITH MOST RECENT NUMBER OF ORGANIZATIONS FROM http://copusproject.org/participants/participants.php, universities, scientific societies, K-12 schools, science centers and museums, federal agencies, corporations and other non-profits have created a grassroots network dedicated to celebrating The Year of Science 2009 (YOS 2009).  

The Coalition on the Public Understanding of Science (COPUS), as the network is called, has 18 regional hubs of activity spanning 48 states, including one in OUR TOWN, involving WHO ARE LEADING ORGANIZATIONS. The goal of the Year of Science 2009 (YOS 2009) is to engage the public in science by showcasing how science works, who scientists are, and why science matters in our communities and everyday lives. Entire states such as California, Florida, South Dakota, Missouri, and Massachusetts are embracing YOS 2009 through proclamations and special collaborative activities. 

YOS 2009 kicks off with a series of events at the year’s first scientific meeting held by the Society of Integrative and Comparative Biology, January 3-7 in Boston, MA. The meeting features presentations by science blogger Carl Zimmer of the New York Times, Ben Wiehe, the Science Café Program Director at WGBH (a leader in science television), and Natalie Kuldell, an Associate Professor at MIT on sharing science with the general public. A special pass for a nominal fee is available for those who wish to attend the Year of Science events at the meeting.

INSERT QUOTE FROM HUB LEADER TALKING ABOUT WHY IT’S IMPORTANT FOR THEIR AREA 

A special web site (www.yearofscience2009.org) will help the general public learn more about this year –long national event. Every month throughout the year, the site will feature a new scientific theme, in which organizational leaders in that discipline share the excitement of their science. The web site also provides engaging resources and highlights FREE events connected to the monthly theme such as science cafes, festivals, open houses, blogs, podcasts, and school visits by scientists to share their work.  Upcoming science highlights in the first quarter of YOS 2009 include:

· January: The Process and Nature of Science (How science really works) 

· February:  Evolution (How evolution research helps in addressing disease, our food supply and much more. February is also the 200th anniversary of Charles Darwin’s birthday). 
· March:  Physics and Technology (The role they play in our everyday life).  

Our HUB which includes how many people – plans a wide array of science activities during 2009. These will include: X, Y and Z. For more information go to:  (Link to Web site or online activities overview for regional HUB) 

COPUS, which began with a grant from the National Science Foundation – (Grant Nos. EAR-0606600, EAR-0628790, and EAR-0814048), has grown to be an inclusive grassroots endeavor spurring communication and collaboration in the scientific community while shining the spotlight on science in 2009. Still growing, the COPUS network includes a broad range of participants from large federal agencies such as the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration and the Environmental Protection Agency to local groups such as the Banana Slug String Band from Santa Cruz, CA and Talking Science, a New York City non-profit who is organizing a “Rocket Science” concert in 2009. Major sponsors of the Year of Science 2009 include the American Institute of Biological Sciences, the University of California Museum of Paleontology, the Geological Society of America, and the National Science Teachers Association. To register as a participant or learn more, visit copusproject.org. 

For more information about COPUS and the Year of Science 2009, please visit:   

www.copusproject.org   

www.yearofscience2009.org   

http://blogs.aibs.org/copus/    
About COPUS   

Support for COPUS planning workshops was provided by the National Science Foundation under Grant 
Nos. EAR-0606600, EAR-0628790, and EAR-0814048, to the University of California Museum of 
Paleontology. The cognizant fiduciary body for COPUS and the Year of Science 2009 project is the 
American Institute of Biological Sciences Inc., a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization, which is providing 
staffing support, IT, and other resources. The Geological Society of America, the University of California 
Museum of Paleontology, and the National Science Teachers Association are also contributing funds for 
COPUS and Year of Science 2009.  
Year of Science sponsorship opportunities are available now! For more information, contact Sheri Potter 
at spotter@copusproject.org
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portal. The site will connect the public to the activities and resources that COPUS’
participants are preparing in celebration of YoS09 and highlight “how we know what
we know” about the 12 scientific themes.

The public portal will:

> create a centralized directory of events that participants are organizing during
the Year of Science 2009;

feature articles about “Why Science Matters”;

%

%

invite the public to learn more about who scientists are and what they do; and

engage the public in learning about science.

Understanding

Seflanes In concert with the Jan. 6th launch actvities, the new Understanding Science web site
Web Site Launch will be unveiled to the scientific community, introducing an exciting new paradigm for
explaining the process and nature of science.

www.YearofScience2009.0rg

www.YearofScience2009.org

January 1, 2009-December 31, 2009

For More INForRMATION, VISIT WWW.COPUSPROJECT.ORG
or email spotter@copusproject.org
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