YEAR
fFSCIENCE

www.UnderstandingScience.org

In conjunction with the January 2009 launch of YoS activities, the COPUS network is excited to cel-
ebrate the launch of the new Understanding Science web site.

About The Site

Research indicates that students and teachers at all levels have poor understandings of the nature of
science. Many think that science amounts to learning facts from a textbook, following the simple steps
of “the scientific method,” and working in an isolated lab. Of course, the true nature of science is much
more complex—and exciting! This creative process relies on interactions among scientists around the
world who apply a variety of methods to help unravel the mysteries of the universe. Regretfully, this is
rarely a perspective reinforced by science textbooks.

Understanding Science is a freely accessible web-based resource that provides a new approach for teach-
ing the nature of science. Its goals are to (1) improve teacher understanding of the scientific enterprise
and (2) provide materials and tools that enable K-16 teachers to incorporate the true nature and process
of science throughout their teaching.

Highlights include:

* A dynamic representation of the real process of science

EXPLORATION
AND
DISCOVERY

* Science stories stressing key nature-of-science
concepts across disciplines

* Scientist profiles interlinked with information on
how science works

* Cartoons illustrating key concepts
* Regularly updated stories on science in the news

* Activities for direct use by students COMMUNITY
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* Teaching tips and strategies
* Clarification of misconceptions

* Friendly but comprehensive background material

Understanding Science reveals the nature and process of science inherent in standard science content
from all grade levels and disciplines. Public engagement with science can begin in the classroom!

Understanding Science is funded by the National Science Foundation (EAR-0624436) and was developed by the Uni-

versity of California Museum of Paleontology in collaboration with scientists, teachers, and web experts.

To LEARN MORE VISIT HTTP://UNDERSTANDINGSCIENCE.ORG www. YearofScience2009.org
or email jscotch@berkeley.edu January 1, 2009 - December 31, 2009




